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sometimes full of details which divert the attention of the
reader from the n:ain subject to matters of subsidiary import-
ance. Similarly, the identification of persons and places, except
in disputable cases, should accompany the text. Such arrange-
ment results in increased clarity and utility of the text.

In journalism, two main points are generally emphasized :
c'\ the whole theme of an article should be introduced in the
nrst one or two sentences of the article, and (b) the climax
should be reserved for the closing paragraph, care being taken
to see that gradual interest is maintained throughout the article.
Perhaps both these points are worth adopting in articles in-
troducing inscriptional records. Any denned arrangement of
the nature indicated above must offer greater utility and conve-
nience to the reader especially because these introductions are
generally used for * reference* purposes. The want of method
and uniform system in the treatment of historical material
causes much waste of time and labour.

For a correct appreciation of the inscription, the scholars
expect from the editor's introduction all available history of
the inscription together with the story reconstructed on the
strength of the inscriptional text and the information gathered
on the spot. Thus the history of the inscription necessarily be-
gins with its^ location, and the more detailed is the description
of the location and the locality, the brighter is the perspective
obtained, offering a very sound foundation for such a history.
The accurate time sense of the researcher prepares a distinct
background for visualizing the contemporary conditions and
environments. Once this vision is obtained, the story of the
persons and their deeds mentioned in the inscription becomes
perfectly intelligible. The plain story as directly told by the
inscription contains nothing of a disputable nature, except per-
haps the omissions and deficiencies of matter. If the story is
precise in its details and factual, it leaves hardly any ground
for dispute. The accuracy and details of the evidence recorded
in an inscription simplify the reconstruction of history for
which neither imagination nor sentiment are reliable guides.